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Dr. Hammond”s brick Refolution of that Grand 
Caſe of Conſcicnce, (neceſſary for theſe Times) 
Concerning the Allegiance due ro a Prince 
cje&ted by Force out of his Kingdoms ; and 
how far the Subjc&ts may comply with a pre- 
ſent Uſurrced Power. 


Queſtion. 
Oth net Iiftery proe a Right to the Conquereur ? 
4nd doth ut net thence follow, that he which is ejefed ou? of 
Lis Kingdem, by Force of a pret'a.ling Party, hath hereby tft Lis 
Right of Ailegiance from bs former Su jects ? 
4nd u mt then that Right devalyed im the Conquetour, by the ſorce of 
theſe words of God, when be ſoaub, Dan. 4.17. ard 25. 32. Tyat he i 
leth in the Kingdoms of Men, 'and giveth it to whomſoever he will, 
and ſertezth up over it the baſeſt of Men? And of Ecclus. 10. 8. be- 
cauſe of Unrighteoutnets the Kingdom is tranſlated from one People 
co arother ? 
find when he death ſo, are nat all Members ef ſuch a Kingdem cbliged ( as 
ve I{taclites wm 1hew Deportation to Babylon) ts yield Obeuence 30 the Con- 
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(z). 
End never ſo good,) all the Blood that is ſhed, is no better than Mur- 
ther: Therefore though the S»hjefs in ſuch a War ſhould prevail 
againſt their Sovercign, yet neither is he hereby diveſted of his juſt 
Right,- nor they invelted therewith, becauſe the War was wholly un- 
juſt on-their part , for want of Authority. 


2. Thereforc if chat Party whoſe Canſe is Unjuſt, ſhall yer prevail, 
And prove ſiccefsfull, then in anſwer to the ſzcond Branch, Liav,. th. t 
Tre isno Right acquired by this: For, *tis a miſtake to think that tl. 8 
Is the mearting of Fus Viftorie, the Right of Fictory, which the Civil Lav = 
yers ſpzak of, as if God had by this /zttery- teititicd his Judgment of the 
Right, and pronounced that Jult now, which was Unjuſt before; or 
that the preſent Force is always to be looked on as the Higher Powers, 
«nd allowed the Obedience required by tlie .4po/tie, as due to them, 
which is the miſtaking of Surews, Power, for UZeria, Authority, and 
agrees with that ſp2ech of the Arheifts, W/. 2. Our ſtrength is ihe Law 
of Tuſtice, and that which is feeble is found to be nothing worth. *And we 
know ®ris Gods ordinary diſp2nfation now under the Gojpel to permic 
Violence to oppreſs the Godlv, which ſure is no Argument that thoſe 
proſperous Ungodly, have the ſole Right to the Pollefſions of the World, 
or that the oppreſt Godly Man, ſhall no longer be thought to be op- 
preſt, when the proſperous Oppreſlour, is arrived at the height of his 


oppreſſion. 


. TheQueftion then being removed from the Title of Ferce, (which 

bets ieſelf unjuſt, cannot confer Right on any, ) It muſt next be con- 
Nderd, what Dedition (that is, yielding or reſigning up of one's Right) can 
doe. Thar will be of ewo ſorts; either of the Prince, or the Peopte ; 
and again, either Voluntsry or hrooluntary. 
A Vaolumary Dedition, or yielding up, of the rightfull Poſſeſſor , if he 
be a private Man, transfers a Righr: Bur a Prince, being a publick 
Perſon, and having an obligation of ProteCtion to his Subjects, cannot 
withour ſome breach of that Obligation, abdicate his Kimgdom , ror 
conſequently voluntarily yield up his Power; or if he do, he cannoe 
transfer the Right to any, (fave to the lawful Heir or Succellor,) with- 
@ut the tacit or expreſs Conſent of the People alfo. 

Bur in caſe they conſent alſo, then will his Right (* Kingdoms Elec- 
1rve) be transferred by the joint yielding of the King and his Subjects, 
As for Kingdoms hereditary, the Subjects Conſent is not necellary ; 
but the King's yielding up of his Right alone, is ſufficient to transfer 
the Right ro the next Heir. Neither can the joint ACt both of yo 


(3) 

and People, transfer this Right , from the next: Heim, to any other. 
The Kirig's is an Abſotution of the Subjects from the Allegi- 
ance ormerſy'dti to him by them, and ſo makes irlawfull fos taem 
to yield the fame to another; and when *tis thus' free and lawſull to 
them, the Intervention of their own Act alſo becomes Obligation on 
them to ſubmit to that Perſon fo yielded to. - And when this is done (in 
Kingdoms Eleft ive) and withall when no Heir is left to make Claim, or 
the Claim is relinquiſh'd by the right Heir , (#” Kingdoms hereditary ,) 
then is the Kingdom remover}, (and given by God, who now rnles not. 
immediately amorg us, as he did in the time of the Theocracy among 
the Jews, bur is then ſaid to remove a Kingdom, when his Providence 
ſo diſpoſes, that by the Laws, and Right among Men, it is removed , ) 
to another. 

But till this be done, 5.e. till He, or They, in whom. the Right both 
of Ew Poſſeſſion , arid future Claim by Inheritance , is traly veſted, Jo 
voluntarily yield up that Right, and when that is done, cill they. which 
by-their yielding, are freed from their former Bands, do now by their 
own Act enter into new, what Force ſoever there. be, and how ſuc- 
cefsfi11l ſoever the Force be, there is nor thereby any ſuch Victory com- 
pleated, as ſhall be able: to confer Right on the Victor, nor remove 
it from him that hath, and ſtill proteſts his Rigbr , though as yer he be 
not ſtrong enongh to vindicate it. 


4. But then in the next place, if there be a Dedition, or yielding 
up by the King, and that Dedition involuntary ; that is, ſuch as no- 
thing but the preſent Succeſs of the Force hath inclined him to, then 
certainly doth it not fo diveſt him of his Right, as that ir ſhall be un- 
lawfull for him when he can, to make Claim, and recover it again. 
As he that by a violent Invader is made to ſwear to pay fuch a Summ 
of Money, it is acknowledged lawfull for him to implead that Thicf, 
and recover from bim, what in performance of that involuntary Oath 
he hath paid him. 

In this caſe the difficulty is, What Condition thoſe Subjef; are left in 
for that time, betwixt the involuntary Dedition of the King, and his re- 
newing of his Claim; and the Solution muſt be, That a Froportion be 
obſerved between the ACt of the King, and the Subjets conlequent 
Act: The Act of the King is but a preſent Dedition, and doth not ob- 
lige him never to make any farther Claim again; and conſequently 
tas gives not ary ſuch Abſolution to the Swbjefts, as that they may dos 
ary thing which ſhall prejudice that Aftex-Claim , or blemiſh bis Roy. 
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4%», irclt as are eakingnew,Qaths of Pegiance, Augie s of lim and 

his flue, ' Eygagerment; to the Uſurped Power, &c. Nil tha that it;can doe, 
BR to make it-trec:for. them ta, (+ ck to ſuch other things, of an infe- 
mlour nature, (which includes not any ſuch blemiſhment of Rights of the 
lawfall Prince,) providcd that they acknowledge not the lawfalnels of 
the preſent uſurped Power, .nor act as Miniſters or laſtruments there- 
of; This. is the utmoſt that ſeems poſlible to determine in this matter. 


p. As for that-Power which 7ratt of Time.may be thought to haze 
ity this buſineſs, that is not conſiderable, where the Claim is continued, 
*(for that argues the Dedition involuntary,) and much leſs, whe there 
4s no Dedition at all; fer there *cwas betore ſuppoſed, thac Force can- 
not confer Right, 

by's 
© 6. And if by this ſtating of the Caſe it fullow, that the-Lot of the 
Faithfull Subjects mult be very unhappy at. this time, and. that great 
Diſorder muſt necetlarily continue in ſuch a broken Kingdom, as long 
as the Contention between the violent Uſurper and the ju{t Owner thus 
-rem ins undecided. I anſwer : That this is oft the Lor of the mg(t 
| pions Men under the Gofpel , who bave their good things bere mixt ang 
 Tiru/atuns, and muſt;contene themſelves in the ſolaces of a ax 
cience, in performirg thoſe Duties which cot, them deareſt, and ex- 
pect their tu! pxyment of jovs without —_— ro be paid them 
v1 another Work. 


